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Happy New Year!  

 

 
 

We hope that you all entered 2009 full of 
optimism and hopes for the coming year. Let’s 

make 2009 the year of new members to ENIEC 

and a wonderful get-together in Frankfurt in 
March. 

News from the board and 

organisational matters 
 
 

Invoices 2009 
Within the coming weeks we will send out the 

invoices for membership 2009. Please try to 

settle the payments within a few weeks from 
after receiving the invoice. You can only 

participate in the annual meeting in Frankfurt 

in March, provided that you have paid your 
membership fee for 2009. 

As agreed at the annual meeting 2008 the 
membership fee for 2009 will be Euro 125. 

The board is at the moment opening a new 

bank account, as we find it more correct to 
have the association’s bank account in the 

city, where the association is registered and 
has its domicile (the Hague). We are still 

waiting for the details, and as soon as we 
have them, we will send out the invoices. 

 

 
 

Portraits in our Newsletter: 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

As most members might have noticed, we 

have in every monthly newsletter a portrait of 
one of our colleague members in ENIEC. 

Below please see a list of who have been 
portrayed. You can look up the portraits in the 

newsletters, which are all filed on our website: 

www.eniec.eu 
 

Portraits up till now in the Newsletter  
No. 2   Vidya Mishre; NL 
No. 3   Maarten Koppert; NL 
No. 4   Grete Madsen; DK 
No. 5   Godelieve van Geertryuen; B 
No. 6   Margareta Ivehammer, S 
No. 7   Dragica Baric-Büdel, D 
No. 8   Els Ruys, NL 
No. 9   Reidun Ingebretsen, N 
No.10  Houda El-Maccharawi, S 

No. 11  Paulien den Bode, NL 
No. 12  Frederic Lauscher, D 
No. 13  Ulrika Zabel, D 
No. 14  Johan Groen, NL 
No. 15  Anneli Hallonen, SF 
No. 16  Hilkka Linderborg, SF 
No. 17  Ria Lidén, S 
No. 18  Gittan Ekvall, S 
No. 19  Malik Hussain, DK 
No. 20  Lucia Baboelal, NL 
No. 21  Elisabeth de Vries, NL 

 
 

New members            
 

No new members signed up since last month. 
Ank Loog, The Netherlands, quit her 

membership for personal reasons.  
 

 

The coming annual 
meeting in Frankfurt 
 

 
 

The ENIEC members in Frankfurt , hosts for 
our coming meeting, created an different and 

exciting program for March. We hope that we 

can all meet you there. All the members 
received the registration form from the 

organisers in Frankfurt. 
 

 
 

Frankfurt am Main is the fifth-largest 

city in Germany, with a 2008 population of 
670,000. The urban area had an estimated 

population of 2.26 million in 2001 The city is at 
the centre of the larger Frankfurt Rhine Main 

Region which has a population of 5.3 million 

and is Germany's second largest metropolitan 
area. In English, this city's name translates 

into "Frankfurt on the Main" (pronounced like 
"mine"). A part of early Franconia, the 

inhabitants were the early Franks. The city is 
located on an ancient ford on the river Main, 

which is a shallow crossing. The German word 

is "Furt". Thus the city's name receives its 
legacy as being the "ford of the Franks". 

Situated on the Main River, Frankfurt is 
the financial and transportation centre of 

Germany and the largest financial 

centre in continental Europe. It is the place of 
residence of the European Central Bank, 

the German Federal Bank, the Frankfurt Stock 
Exchange and theFrankfurt Trade Fair, as well 

as several large commercial banks. Frankfurt 

International Airport is one of the world's 
busiest airports, Frankfurt Central Station is 

one of the largest terminal stations in Europe, 
and the Frankfurter Kreuz  

(Autobahn interchange) is the most heavily 
used interchange in continental Europe.  
 

Networking & news from 
our membership 
countries 
 

The Netherlands: 

http://www.eniec.eu/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2e/De-Frankfurt_am_Main-pronunciation.ogg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_cities_in_Germany_with_more_than_100,000_inhabitants
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_cities_in_Germany_with_more_than_100,000_inhabitants
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankfurt_Rhine_Main_Region
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankfurt_Rhine_Main_Region
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_Germany#Major_metropolitan_areas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_Germany#Major_metropolitan_areas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_(crossing)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transport_in_Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_financial_centre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_financial_centre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Central_Bank
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deutsche_Bundesbank
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankfurt_Stock_Exchange
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankfurt_Stock_Exchange
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankfurt_Trade_Fair
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankfurt_International_Airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankfurt_International_Airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankfurt_(Main)_Hauptbahnhof
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankfurter_Kreuz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autobahn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Europe


 

 

 

Visit of the Suzhou (China) delegation 
1-3 January 2009  

 
At the start of the new year a delegation from 

Suzhou visited The Netherlands. Suzhou is a 

big city 80 km west from Shanghai. In this 
town and agglomeration live 14 million people.  

 

 
 

The delegation were all professionals 
responsible for elderly and psychiatric care. 

Jan Booij Advise was asked to organize the 
visit for this delegation, Els Ruys did all the 

coordination between China, Norway, The 

Netherlands and all participants. 
 

The delegation went to Amsterdam to GGZ 
Buitenamstel, They were welcomed by Jan 

Willem Pijpers, director, they met each other in 

the spring of 2008 in Suzhou.  
 

 
 
After two interesting lectures the delegation 

visited the nursing departments and a regular 
home where patients live and resocialize to a 

normal independent life again. 
 

 
 

The third day was reserved for visiting two 

different location of Florence in The Hague. 
They started in nursing home het Gulden Huis. 

Johan Groen, director, welcomed the 
delegation with coffee, tea and with Dutch 

cakes. 
 

 
 

Johan Groen gives a lecture about the 

organization and financing of health care in 
The Netherlands. He invited two members to 

tell about the Chinese situation. So there was 
real exchanging of knowledge. After the 

lectures we saw the nursing home by walking 

around. Many questions could be answered 
during our walk. 

 
The second location was an elderly home in  

The Hague. They were able to visit the elderly 
home and we met some residents.  

 



 

 

 
In China and in The Netherlands we noticed a 
lot of developments in  healthcare.  

 
This year Suzhou and The Netherlands 

celebrate the 10 years cooperation, a jubilee. 
It’s good to pay attention on that and find a  

 

 
 
Florence invited the delegation for the farewell 

party and invited the delegation and all the 
Dutch participants in the 2 days visit for a 

dinner. 

 

 
 
On Sunday morning the 4th of January the 

delegation leaved The Netherlands for visiting 
Brussels, Paris and Munich.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

Presentation of an ENIEC 
member 
 

This month’s profile is from The Netherlands:  
 

Name: Elisabeth de Vries  
 

 
 

Home: The Hague, Holland 
 

Personally and Profession: 
Born and raised in The Hague and later on 

studied and lived in Rotterdam I was always 
surrounded by people with different cultural 

and religious backgrounds. The Hague is a 

diplomacy city and at school in my youth there 
were always children from the ambassador-

offices. With some of them I still have contact. 
After I finished my education I started working 

as a nurse in the world’s number one harbour 

city Rotterdam. I had lots of patients who 



 

 

found in the Netherlands their second home. 

The art of professional caregiving is to respect 
all your patients with their own character- and 

cultural habits. So at one hand living in a 
multicultural world seemed always normal to 

me and on the other hand all the differences 

attracted me ever since. 
During my time as a nurse I started my study 

on health policy. After finishing this study I 
started working for the policy of several 

governmental organizations and healthcare 
organizations, the last one was Florence. The 

board of this organization recognized a few 

years ago the urge of intercultural care, a 
subject I was happy to work on. Last year I 

switched to a new job, I now work for the City 
of The Hague. My job now is to support care 

and wellness for the elderly in The Hague 

through all the organizations, volunteers as 
well as professionals. The policy of city of The 

Hague is only to stimulate the internal power 
of elderly people. We don’t want organizations 

to take over all responsibilities from the 
people, a purpose sometimes still be seen!   

 

Thoughts about Eniec 
Eniec give me the opportunity to think about 

elderly care in different ways, it opens my 
mind! And of course it’s very nice to meet all 

the people. 

 
Something about my personal situation 

I’m 41 years old, happily married and together 
we have one 5 years old son, named Wessel. 

When I’m not busy with policy about elderly in 

my working hours, I’m busy with policy about 
the schoolgoing youth. As a working parent 

with schoolgoing Wessel I found out that 
there’s a certain expectation that parents are 

taxidrivers for their children after schoolhours 
to bring them to all the music- and 

sportscourses. With a few other parents of the 

school we started an organization to bring all 
the courses into the schoolbuilding. Children 

happy and parents happy! The children are 
now being professionally taken care of and 

they learn and do a lot of pleasant activities. 

In the weekends I like to visit art exhibitions 
and anything else my little family like to do, 

like iceskating this winter or go to the beach in 
the summer. (Yes The Hague has it all!) 

 
Where will you be at 5/6 march 2009 

Like a good member, the one and only place 

to be is in Frankfurt. 

 

Invitation 
I will pass on the word for next month to: 

 

Inger Hafsten, Norway  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 


