
 

 
1 

European Network on Intercultural Elderly Care 
 

ENIEC 
Newsletter 

                                                                                                       October 2011, no. 46 
 
 

Index 
 

• ENIEC is  
• Minutes of the board meeting 
• Important election 
• Eniec meeting Amsterdam 2012 
• PS...good to know 
• PS...theories, studies, books... 
• Short cut in cultural news 
• New Eniec member 
• Quotes of the month 
• Presentation from an Eniec 

member 
• Overview of deadlines 

Jan ….in Helsinki 
 

 
 
One week ago I was in Helsinki again to 
tell about interculturalisation. Good to see 
that intercultural care is on the agenda 
there. The annual meeting 2010 was really 
contributing to that. Good to see ENIEC 
members working there. And nice to see 
them in Amsterdam coming March. One of 
the goals of ENIEC, strengthening the 
local networks in cities, it works in Finland. 

I hear about that also in Amsterdam 
where members from several 
organisations working together organizing 
the annual meeting 2012. 
 
At the end of September we had our 
boardmeeting in Amsterdam. The 
organising committee informed us about 
their plans. We were enthusiastic as board 
about the program and the location where 
the meeting will take place. In the heart of 
the centre. So don’t forget your tickets on 
time. 
 
It’s important to realize that it’s not a 
congress, nut an annual meeting that 
ENIEC organises. So it’s good to be there 
all days and not parts of it, after all we are 
meeting! It’s a risk because we have the 
meeting in The Netherlands and a lot of 
members are Dutch. 
 
In this newsletter you also find the 
minutes of the last boardmeeting. It tells 
about the election of the board in the 
future. We hope that people want to 
nominate for the board, because it’s time 
to change! 
 
Jan Booij 
Chairman 
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Minutes of the board meeting 
 

Minutes last board meeting 
 

The board has no comments on the 
minutes from the last board meeting. 

 
Annual meeting 2012, Amsterdam 

 
The board had an informal meeting with 
the organizing committee on the evening 
of September 29th. The committee seems 
to be in good spirit and can report that 
everything is going as planned. This board 
meeting was held at the location where 
the annual meeting in Amsterdam 2012 is 
going to take place, and the board had a 
“tour” looking at the conference facilities. 
It is set in a beautiful environment and 
nearby both the hotel and the city center. 
There are several rooms for group 
discussions and a bigger conference room 
that will be used for general assembly. 
 
Kristel also reports that the organizing 
committee might be able to negotiate the 
price of the hotel to 90 euro (instead of 99 
euro). 
 
The board also wants to emphasize that 
this is not the kind of conference where 
participants can come and go as they 
wish. It will not be possible to just take 
part in some of the activities. Since ENIEC 
is a network it is of importance that the 
participants are present during the entire 
meeting. This is especially important to 
mention since many members are Dutch 
and might think its ok to just take part in 
certain parts of the conference agenda. 

 
The board reminds the organizing 
committee to thank those who sponsored 
the annual meeting with a personal letter 
and also in the newsletter.  

 
The program is almost finished, including 
five mini seminars and theme discussions. 

 
Host city 2013 

 
The board continues the discussion about 
host city for 2013. One of the major points 

on the agenda this year is to secure a host 
city. Previously, four cities where 
discussed, Brussels, Gent, Oslo and 
Istanbul. Now the discussion focuses on 
cities in Belgium, Brussels or Gent. Jan has 
been in contact with Belgian ENIEC 
members, and believes that this is a 
possibility if ENIEC can help with the 
funding.  

 
Turkey is also a possibility, but probably 
not until 2014. Jan and Frédéric might be 
able to help out if an annual meeting is to 
be held in Turkey. Since there are few 
ENIEC members in Turkey, there will 
probably be a need for some support. 

 
Budget 2011 

 
Many members still didn’t pay their 
members fee. We need to have a 
reminder in the newsletter and also by e-
mail. Jan also suggests that all of us 
remind those members we are in contact 
with.  

 
Jenny will check which members haven’t 
paid and Jan will then call the Dutch 
members. After that we do a written 
reminder.  

 
If new members join after the members 
meeting, a suggestion is that we charge 
them x/12 depending on what month they 
join. If there are three months left of the 
year, they pay 3/12 of the annual fee. The 
board will suggest this to the annual 
meeting and new members who join this 
year will be charged accordingly. 

 
The board still awaits audit from 
Gothenburg. Jenny will get in contact with 
them. 

 
The bank charges a lot of money when the 
administer members fees. Jan will check if 
there is anything we can do about this. 

 
 

Election of the board, proposals from 
Jenny to discuss 

 
Last meeting new guidelines for the 
election of the board was discussed, and  
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also the need for a nominating committee. 
Jenny therefore prepared some 
suggestions for the board to discuss. This 
is not a decision for the board to make 
and the issue will be decided on at the 
annual meeting in Amsterdam 2012. 
However, the board wants to prepare two 
suggestions for the general assembly to 
take into consideration. The board agrees 
on which two suggestions to present and 
Jenny will make some changes in these 
based on the discussion held today.  

 
The board also discusses a suggestion to 
nominating committee and realized that 
there are some cultural differences 
between European countries regarding 
how a nominating process is conducted. 
Therefore it is very important that the 
members get to decide on this issue, and 
Jenny will prepare a suggestion based on 
the discussion held today. 

 
Website 

 
Jan informs that the website needs to be 
moved to another domain, since it is 
growing rapidly. There have been som 
technical problems lately, and Jan is trying 
to solve these together with our support 
service. 
 

 
 

 

 
Salzburg 
 
Jan and Frédéric inform the board about a 
situation that might be of interest for 
ENIEC. In Salzburg the City Coucil has 
decided that elderly migrants can not have 
acces to nursing homes. The board 
decided that Frederic will compose a letter 
and, after E-Mail discussion in the board, 
send it to the responsible deputy mayor of 
Salzburg. 

 
And finally... 

 
The board decided to finance Yvonne 
Witter research with 200 Euro for 
translation (if she gets the material 
translated). 

 

Important election! 
 
One important issue on the next Annual 
Meeting in Amsterdam 2012 is the election 
of a new board. ENIEC needs at least two 
new board members. We hope that many 
of you are interested in becoming part of 
the board – it’s a challenging but also 
interesting task. It is important that we 
have an open process leading up to the 
election and ENIEC need someone to help 
make sure that there are candidates for 
new board members.  

 
The board has therefore asked Grete 
Madsen to be an “election trustee” until 
the Annual Meeting. This is not a formal 
role, but a way to insure that ENIEC has a 
democratic process. Grete has kindly 
accepted to help organise the elections. 
We think that she is just the right person 
with her commitment to ENIEC and her 
broad knowledge of all the members. So if 
you have any suggestions regarding new 
board members pleas contact Grete 
(grete.madsen@mail.dk). Or even better, 
maybe you want to help Grete as an 
election trustee? The more the merrier! 

 
On the Annual Meeting in Amsterdam 
2012 the General Assembly will decide on 
whether ENIEC should have a Nominating  
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Committee and if so, how this will be 
organised in the future. Until then we put  
 
our trust in Grete and hope that all of you 
help make sure that we find a new 
competent board! 

ENIEC Meeting Amsterdam 
2012 
 
The ENIEC meeting in 2012 will take place 
in Amsterdam. It will start at Wednesday 
the 21st of March in the evening till Friday 
afternoon March 23. You will read more in 
the next newsletter about the registration, 
the hotel and the program! 

 

PS….good to know 
 

News from ENIEC –members: 
* Hilkka Linderborg has organised a great 
seminar in Finland. Jan Booij gave a nice 
speech.  
* Marije Vermaas has given birth to a son, 
Micha at the 8th of october! 
* Grete Madsen has became a grandma 
again!! Leo is the name of the third 
grandchild! 
Congratulations, ladies, and bring some 
photos to Amsterdam to show us!   
 

PS…. Theories/ Studies/ 
Programs 
 
Did you know that……. 
 
…..in Ireland from 2004 to 2009, older 
persons grew wealthier, were at lower 
risks of poverty, and experienced a lower 
deprivation rate but consistent poverty 
rate. 
http://www.globalaging.org/elderrights/wo
rld/2011/ireland%20silc.pdf 
 
….that there will be a nice symposium 
about the EU year of Active ageing in 
november 23rd in Brussels? 
 

The European Union is experiencing a 
process of significant demographic change 
as people live longer and healthier lives.  
Projections by Eurostat indicate a decline 
of about 6.8% in the number of people of  
working age by 2030, therefore, two 
people of working age will be needed to 
support one retired person. 
As 2012 is designated by the European 
Commission as the ‘European Year for 
Active Ageing’, this timely international 
symposium seeks to raise awareness, 
stimulate debate and trigger policy 
discussion around improving services for 
older people, enhancing their involvement 
in society and removing barriers between 
generations. 
http://publicpolicyexchange.co.uk/internati
onal.php 

 

 
 
……that Germans aging faster?? 
Destatis, the Federal Statistics Agency, 
released the latest statistics that showed 
that Germans are aging faster, having 
fewer babies, and are more likely to live 
among foreigners. The percentage of 
people aged 65 and above doubled from 
1950 to 2009. Children born in recent 
years are likely to enjoy some of the 
world's best living standards. 
http://www.globalaging.org/health/world/
2011/germans%20marrying%20less.html 

Short cut in cultural news 
 
CONGRESS / EVENTS 
“Challenges of Global Aging: 
implications & strategies”. 
Amsterdam 12 November. 
Organizes: WorldGranny Pension & 
Development Network. Global aging 
population,  demographic 
 transitions and socioeconomic 
consequences  of  these  developments  
are  at  the  center  of  this 
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conference. After the welcoming 
speech by 
Carolien Gehrels (Councillor Amsterdam) 
and the introduction of 
Joanne Kellerman (Board Member DNB), 
explains George Magnus (UBS seniorecono
mic adviser) a picture of 
the demographic change and 
macroeconomic consequences. Then  
highlight  include  Richard  Blewitt  
HelpAge  International), 
Abhishek Sinha (EKO, India) various persp
ectives on the aging debate. Finally, a 
panel discussion including Prof. Guus Boen
der (ORTEC, VU), Dr. Adri 
van der Wurff(APG) and Annette van 
der Krogt (Syntrus Achmea) to discuss 
the various dimensions of 
global aging. The entrance is free, must 
you must register before Friday 4.  
For more information see 
http://www.worldgranny.nl/ 
 
 “Thinking beyond migration: 
Opening up new integration paths” 
 Brussels, 26 November 2011 
Organizes: European Network 
against racism,. The conference will 
present the final results of the Migrants, 
Rights and Integration Project (MRIP), 
funded by the Network of European 
Foundations’ European Programme for 
Integration and Migration and the 
European Commission. MRIP has been 
working with groups in Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Cyprus, Italy, Sweden and the UK in order 
to gain insight as to what integration 
means in different national contexts, what 
good practice looks like in this area of 
work, and how this takes shape in the 
different contexts. The main output of the 
MRIP project, a European toolkit on 
migrant integration best practices, will be 
launched at this event. This toolkit 
provides concrete examples and guidelines 
for advancing integration as a two-way 
process, as set out in the EU Council 
Common Basic Principles on Integration 
(2004). 
For more information visit: 
http://www.enar-
eu.org/Page.asp?docid=28229&langue=E
N 
 

“Towards a successful EY2012 
towards a successful European Year 2012 
on active ageing and solidarity between 
generations : four proposals to build 
partnerships for the EY2012.” 
Brussels, 7 November 2011. 
AGE Platform Europe, together with the 
Intergroup on Ageing and 
Intergenerational Solidarity, is organising 
an event in order to bring together a wide 
range of stakeholders, including the 
Coalition for the EY2012 and 
representatives of the EU institutions and 
Member States, to discuss examples of 
partnerships and initiatives that could be 
launched during the Year. Now that the 
European Parliament has adopted the 
proposal on the EY2012, theCoalition will 
start to work on a Joint Roadmap and 
Manifesto for EY2012. The Manifesto will 
be presented during the event. 
For more information visit: 
http://www.age-platform.eu/en/age-and-
the-eu-institutions/european-
parliament/intergroup-on-ageing-and-
intergenerational-solidarity 
 
 
MOVIES 
Caregivers 
Directed by Bill Couturié; Producers: 
Anne Sandkuhler and Bill Couturié 
I fond this documentary on the website of 
the American Organization 
called“Alzheimer’s Project “There are 
currently 10 million Americans providing 
8.5 billion hours of unpaid care to people 
with Alzheimer's disease or 
otherdementias, according to an estimate 
from the Alzheimer's Association. Seventy 
percent of people with Alzheimer's live at 
home, cared for by family and friends. As 
Bill Couturié explains: "Not only is it very 
expensive to pay for care in a nursing 
home, but the patient is someone you love 
a lot - a mother, father, spouse. Someone 
who has taken care of you, and so it's only 
natural to want to take care of them."  
Watch online in: 
http://www.hbo.com/alzheimers/caregiver
s.html 
 
New ENIEC member 



 

 
6 

We like to welcome a new ENIEC-
member: Marie Lousie Essink-Bot, 
Academic Medical Centre, University of 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands. We will 
meet you in March in the city you do work! 
That is easy! 
 

Quotes of the month 

Maurice Chevalier (French actor 1888 – 
1972) 
Old age isn't so bad when you consider 
the alternative.  
 
Henry Ford(American businessman, 1863 
– 1947) 
Anyone who stops learning is old, whether 
at twenty or eighty. Anyone who keeps 
learning stays young. The greatest thing in 
life is to keep your mind young.  
 

Presentation from an ENIEC 
member 
 
Maria Dolores Casal-Sanchez (Lola) 
 
Born:  
Caracas, Venezuela 
 
Home:  
Schoonhoven – Utrecht, Netherlands 
 
Profession:  
I graduated in Social Work and in 
Sociologist at Santiago de Compostela 
University (Spain) and have Master of 
Social Work and Social Policy degree from 
New York University (USA). Two years ago 
I moved to The Netherlands, where I have 
collaborated with the International Council 
of Social Work (ICSW) and with the NGO 
WorldGranny. Currently, I work in a kinder 
garden in the village where I live. 
My first experience working with seniors 
was in Spain as social worker in a senior 
facility, and later on, I worked for the 
Galicia Regional Government with Spanish 
seniors who returned to Spain after living  
abroad during 30, 40, of 50 years. In New 
York ,I had the wonderful experience of 
working in a senior center where the 

target population was a multicultural 
group of Chinese, Hispanic, African-
American and Jewish ethnicity seniors. It 
was a valuable opportunity to work in a 
100% multicultural environment. I 
remember that between December and 
February, I celebrated three New Year’s 
Eve, gave presents in three different 
times, and got three important family 
meals! It was wonderful! 
  

  
 
Relation to ENIEC:  
During my time at ICWS in Utrecht, I met 
a wonderful man who is also member of 
ENIEC, Harry Mertens. He talked to me 
about the labor of ENIEC and suggested 
me to contact Jan Booij. I made an 
appointment with him, and besides getting 
a bunch of flowers (Spain had just won 
the day before the football world cup to 
Netherlands), I got an incredible good 
impression of ENIEC. A couple of months 
later I became a member and I currently 
collaborate as one of its volunteer editors. 
 
Thoughts about ENIEC:  
It is much more than a simple network. 
You really get the sense that the members 
became colleges and friends who share 
the same interests and information, who 
help each other with new ideas and 
common projects. It is a good place where 
to go when you challenge with a project or 
when you want to hear a bunch of fresh 
ideas! 
 
Something about your personal 
situation: 
I have just become an aunt. My only sister 
has a baby who is now four weeks old! 
And I am absolutely excited! 
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One thing that I love: skype and the 
communication technology! it has been 
very important in my life because I have 
lived in six countries (Venezuela, Spain, 
Portugal, England, United States, and 
Netherlands) and via skype, messenger, 
etc I am able to communicate with my 
family, friends, … and can see the face of 
my nephew almost every day! 
Something particular: I moved to The 
Netherlands because my partner is Dutch 
and after living here for almost two years I 
keep looking for my place here, so I keep 
struggling learning Dutch and getting used 
to the lovely Dutch weather!  
My ambition : to try to be happy, and one 
of my thoughts: the best is just yet to 
come! 
 
 
 
Have you been to the Annual Meeting 
in Goteborg, Sweden? 
It was my first ENIEC meeting and I only 
so have wonderful words! It was a 
completely satisfactory experience both 
professional and personal. It gave me an 
insight on how many things are going on 
in Europe and how many people are 
involved in. The field visit to the Spanish 
speaking unit in the senior facility was 
absolutely fantastic! 
 
Where will you be in March 2012? – 
In Netherlands of course but not in my 
village but also in Amsterdam taking part 
in the ENIEC annual meeting! 
 
Invitation –  
I would like to pass on the word as next 
month’s profile to the ENIEC member to 
the person who introduce me to ENIEC, 
Harry Mertens 

Overview of deadlines 
 
 
When can you expect the Eniec 
newsletter?  
Around the:  21st of November, 16th of 
January, 17th of February, 17th of April. 
 
Deadlines: 

before the 10th of the month that the 
newsletter will be there, all input should 
be sent to the new editors. 
 
 
Who are the editors:  
HelenaBjurback 
helena.bjurback@gmail.com 
Freddy May fredmay@xs4all.nl 
Lola Sanchez mcs445@nyu.edu 
Yvonne Witter y.witter@kcwz.nl 
 
Send your items for the next ENIEC 
newsletter before the 10th of November 
2011 to the editors. Many thanks! 
 
 
 
 
Keep shining! 
 
 

 
 


