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Jan…. 

 
The invitation from Amsterdam is there! 
You all received a glimpse of the program 
and we all can register now! I was lucky to 
join the members of the organising 
committee several times and I can assure 
you: they really have fun in organising the 
next annual meeting. They are with a lot. 
And here in Holland we are always a bit 
nervous about those ‘Amsterdammers’, 
because they (think they) know everything 
better and by nature they are a little bit 
anarchistic. But we can handle it here and 
I’m sure we all can as ENIEC members. 
After all, you all are competent in handling 
diversity. 
 

Now it’s important that we help 
Amsterdam with fast registering. That 
makes it so much easier for them to 
organise. The hotel reservations are 
always a hell of a job and it really helps 
when we react fast. 
For the Dutch members it’s important to 
realize that the annual meeting is not a 
conference but, as the word already says, 
a meeting of a network organisation. So 
be there all days and not part of the 
meeting!  
 
In this newsletter also news about Şefkat, 
a brand new nursing home for elderly with 
a Turkish or Moroccan background, two of 
our members: Mario de Keijzer en Deniz 
Özkanli did a very good job there. It was 
not easy, but they did it. 
 
I wish everybody a good December, take 
care, enjoy, relax and look around what’s 
happening in the world and how we all 
can help to make it a little bit better. A 
good and healthy start of 2012 and let’s 
meet in March. 
 

Jan Booij 
Chairman 
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Register now for the annual 

meeting in Amsterdam 

 
Wednesday 23rd November the Amsterdam 
committee has sent you the invitation for 
the 6th annual meeting of ENIC in March 
(21-23 of March). Please, read all 
information carefully and register now! 
The program is very interesting and 
attractive! We have already received some 
enthusiastic reactions! It is again going to 
be a super meeting!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To be or not to be 

... a board member 

 

 
As you all know I have been entrusted the 
honourful task to guide ENIEC through the 
coming election for the board in March 
2012. It sounds very formal, and I guess it 
is meant to be. But even so I believe that 
we will all together pass the election in 
harmony in March. And to me it is lovely 
to be ”back in business” for ENIEC, 
handling this special task for the 
organisation. 
Some facts on ENIEC’s board 
The board consists of 4 members, one of 
them representing the country for the 
coming annual meeting. The remaining 
three members have up till now been 
representing separate European countries. 
I hope it will stay that way, as I think it is 
good for ENIEC.  
June – October - March 
The board meets 3 times a year. The 1st 
meeting is held where it is most 
convenient and cheapest for all to meet, 

the 2nd meeting is always in the host city 
of the coming annual meeting, and the 3rd 
is on the day where the annual meeting 
begins. 
Let me recommend all of you fellow 
members to go for the board.  It is fun, 
interesting and enriches your life both 
professionally and privately – across 
country borders! I made friends for life in 
the board, and I learned a lot from the 
other board members. 
If you consider running for the board and 
have supplementary questions, or if you 
have suggestions for a candidate, please 
contact me. All comments are welcome! 
 

Grete,  
grete.madsen@mail.dk     

 
 
 
   

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contribution 2011 

 
Last recall: there are still some persons 
who have forgotten to pay their fee, their 
contribution for ENIEC 2011. Would you 
please pay this as soon as possible? In 
January the invoice for 2012 will be sent 
to you. We urgently and kindly ask 
everyone to pay their contribution! If you 
don’t, you will have to compose the next 
newsletter, haha! 
 

Yvonne Witter 
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PS….good to know 

 
Zorghuis Şefkat  received the Avicenna 
award.  
http://www.pharos.nl/home/pharos_news/
1/565/ 
 

 
During an interesting conference 
organized by Pharos, ENIEC-members 
Deniz Özkanli and Mario de Keijzer 
received this honourful price because of 
the important contribution Şefkat has 
made to intercultural care. Şefkat, the first 
nursing home for Islamic older migrants 
just opens its doors. Well done, Deniz and 
Mario and congratulations. 
 

 
 

ENIEC-members Ute and Frederic, 
Frankfurter Verband Deutschland visited 
Dutch ENIEC-member Tinie Kardol, 
Vughterstede in Vught. Next year there 
will be an exchange between professionals 
of these two organizations. That is a great 
example of sharing experiences, learning 
from each other. That is what ENIEC is all 
about! 
   
 

PS…. Theories/ Studies/ 
Programs/ Books 

 
CONGRESS / EVENTS 
 
Brussels, December 9, 2011 
 
The congress will focus on understanding 
and discussing fundamental rights of care 
users, learning how to promote quality 
employment and decent working 

conditions in the care sector, as well as on 
discussing how to ensure an adequate 
balance between care, work, family and 
private life for men and women and 
between generations. More information 
http://www.socialplatform.org/Events.asp?
event=25955 
 
 

 
 
 
Berlin. December 12, 2011 
Ageing pictures in Transition 
The conference is aimed at decision 
makers in politics, government and civil 
society in the policy fields "Older People" 
and "generational politics" are active in 
national and international actors of the 
senior political social reporting as well as 
interested professionals and scientists. The 
conference program is available at the 
following link, where you can also register 
for the conference. More information 
http://www.konferenz-altersbilder.de/ 
 
 

 
 
 
Bourgogne, January  25 – 27, 2012  
The right to Age, Citizenship, social 
inclusion and political participation of 
older people 
This multidisciplinary symposium aims to 
bring together a wide range of 
perspectives from the sociology of ageing 
and the social and legal sciences to shed 
scientific light on the themes of this 
international conference. More information 
http://www.reiactis.org/reiactis_en/index.
php 
 
 
 
MOVIES 
 
New film on social protection 
GIPSPSI has just produced a film Social 
protection: a lifelong necessity. The film is 
available at:  
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xld91i_
social-protection-a-lifelong-necessity_news  
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This film presents three successful social 
protection experiences: Bolsa Família 
(Family Grant)  
Programme in Brazil, the medical 
assistance scheme  for the needy in 
Morocco and the 500 Baht Universal 
Pension Scheme in Thailand.   
The film was made with the help of ILO 
and HelpAge International.    
The mandate of GIP SPSI is “to assist the 
French public, para-public or private 
operators in their international cooperation 
actions in the health and social protection 
sectors”.  
As coordinator, it encourages networks to 
develop and collaborate in order to draw 
on French expertise. It also contributes to 
strategic thinking on major health and 
social welfare challenges.  
http://www.gipspsi.org/   
(In English, French and Spanish) 
 
 
 
 
 

News from the editors  

 
I have decided to quit being an editor for 
the ENIEC newsletter. It has been an 
honor and all positive feelings in working 
with the newsletter but my agenda is fully 
booked and a lot of good things around 
me has now become stressful.  
  
My priorities doesn’t change the fact that I 
will contribute as a member in ENIEC with 
material to the newsletter whenever there 
is something interesting to share! 
  
I wish all the best and very soon a merry 
Christmas! 
  

Helena Bjurbäck 
 
Thanks, Helena for your contribution! 
Cobie Schippers will help us with the 
layout. You all know Cobie as she send the 
newsletter in 2009 and 2010! She also 
helps the organizing committee with your 
registration in March 2012.  
Thanks, Cobie! 

An urgent call to all of you: 
Please, share your information with us! 
We know that you all are busy with 
interesting and nice subjects. Tell us and 
we will spread the information! 
 

Lola and Yvonne 
 
 

Quote of the month 

 
Winston Churchill (British politician & 
statesman, 1874-1965) 
 
A pessimist sees the difficulty in every 
opportunity; an optimist sees the 
opportunity in every difficulty. 
 
Yo-Yo Ma ( French cellist, 1955 -  ) 
 
I've been traveling all over the world for 
25 years, performing, talking to people, 
studying their cultures and musical 
instruments, and I always come away with 
more questions in my head than can be 
answered. 
 
 
 
 

Presentation of an ENIEC 

member 

 
 

 
 
 

Harry Mertens 
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Born: Nijmegen/The Netherlands 
 
Home: Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
 
Profession:  
I’m working on small and larger projects 
concerning community development, 
improving the social cohesion in a 
multicultural context, ageing and ethnicity, 
use of ICT in social policy, use of art and 
culture to empower people and improve 
the living conditions in neighborhoods. I 
try to improve the conditions of people 
using their talents and strengths. 
 
Relation to ENIEC:  
Because of my experience in a previous 
network, the European Network on Ageing 
Ethnicity, Jan Booy asked me for advice 
when he had the idea to start a network 
on interethnic elderly care. I was very 
happy with his initiative and did not 
hesitate one moment to become a 
member when ENIEC started. 
 
Thoughts about ENIEC:  
Its is an important organisation in a field 
that will become more and more relevant. 
For me it is also a warm environment to 
meet people from various backgrounds 
that are interested in intercultural elderly 
care. I’m happy that its focus is on care as 
well on welfare.  
 
Something about your personal 
situation: 
At the moment I live alone. In my country 
The Netherlands I see that many things 
are demolished due to the economic crisis 
and rapidly changing political climate. 
Many things that I have been working on 
is now seen as foolish activities to 
‘pamper’ the migrants that came to the 
Netherlands. So I have my worries but 
also have my hopes. I see for instance a 
lot of talented young people around 20 
that have a huge drive to work for a better 
world. 
 
Have you been to the Annual Meeting 
in Goteborg, Sweden? 
Yes of course ☺. I was very impressed 
and happy to see the silent movie in 
Stockholm made by older people 

themselves. It had so much joy in it and is 
a clear example of the strengths that older 
people have. The meeting was an 
excellent opportunity to learn from each 
other and to get to know people in 
another way. I remember discussing a lot 
but also finding my self on the dance floor 
until late … 
 
Where will you be in March 2012?  
I will not be in New York, Berlin or Sao 
Paulo but in Amsterdam to attend the 
annual ENIEC meeting. 
 
Invitation – I would like to pass on 
the word as next month’s profile to 
the ENIEC member:  
 
Fred May, because he is a person that I 
really admire for his wisdom, kindness, 
strengths, diplomatic skills and his 
enormous drive to accomplish good things 
for and with older migrants. 
  
 
 
When can you expect the ENIEC 
newsletter?  
 
Around the:  16th of January, 17th of 
February, 17th of April…. 
 
Deadlines: 
before the 10th of the month that the 
newsletter will be there, all input should 
be sent to the editors. 
 
Who are the editors:  
Freddy May fredmay@xs4all.nl 
Lola Sanchez mcs445@nyu.edu 
Yvonne Witter y.witter@kcwz.nl 
 
Send your items for the next ENIEC 
newsletter before the 10th of January 2012 
to the editors. Many thanks! 
 
Have a warm and cosy December and 
a good, active and powerful 2012! 

 


