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News from the Chairman 

Dear ENIEC members, 

The new year is already on the move for 
several weeks now. We hope that you all 
have had a good, and fresh start of 
2016! Maybe you have set some new 
years resolutions? I have a long list of 
good intentions which I hope to realize 
this year. Besides spending more time 
with my family and friends, my hope for 
this year is that we will be able to show 
you all the power of the ENIEC network 
and its importance. 

Speaking of good intentions: Have you 
registered yourself for the annual 
meeting in Frankfurt? And have you 
already paid the invoice for the annual 
fee? We do hope so. If you have not 
done so, I encourage you to do so right 
now! Only then will we be able to 

continue in the best possible way with 
the preparations for the upcoming 
meeting. I know for a fact that the 
organizing committee is working hard to 
confirm our hotel reservations and to 
prepare an interesting and engaging 
program for the annual meeting. 

PLEASE, if you haven’t registered yet, let 
the organizing committee know as soon 
as possible if you are joining us for the 
annual meeting in Frankfurt. We hope to 
welcome you all in Frankfurt. For those 
members who are in need of financial 
support, the network is offering to help 
out by paying 50% of the travel costs. 
Please let us know if you need more 
information on this. 

We will, as a board, meet at the end of 
February. We will have our first board 
meeting of the year in wonderful Madrid, 
visiting our dear friend and board 
member Lola in her hometown, 
preparing the annual meeting and meet 
up with potential new ENIEC friends and 
network. We will also focus on our 
anniversary year 2017, on which we 
hope to hear some of your ideas during 
our meeting in Frankfurt. I also invite 
you all to think about and apply as the 
host city in 2017 (or 2018) to help us 
celebrate ENIECs 10th anniversary. It is 
important that we don’t miss any of the 
member’s intentions to become a host 
city.  

On the recruiting front there will be some 
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openings within our ENIEC organization. 
So if you actively want to support the 
ENIEC network, you can apply for the 
following positions: financial auditor, 
newsletter editor and member of the 
election committee. The candidates will 
be introduced at the annual meeting. 
Please let us know if you are interested 
and want to know more or even better 
apply. Over the years we have relied on 
some of our super volunteers and now it 
is time for others to carry the torch to 
show the power of the network. 

Don’t forget to register and see u all 
soon in Frankfurt to be part of the power 
of the ENIEC network! 

Warm regards, 

Mohamed Baba  

 
 
 
 
 

Annual meeting in Frankfurt 

 
Dear friends of ENIEC, 
 
you are all invited to come to our annual 
meeting in Frankfurt and we are so much 
looking forward meeting you here in our 
wonderful city.  
 
We have decided that we will give the 
annual meeting a slogan, to point out 
clearly what our inspiration for the 
program is. “The Power of the Network” 
names what we have experienced during 
and after the ENIEC meetings in the last 
years. The legendary spirit, the good and 
inspiring talks, the exchange of 
experience in a warm and supporting 

atmosphere gives us “power” for our 
daily work.  
 
10 years after the initial meeting in 
Copenhagen, which lead to the founding 
of ENIEC in The Hague one year later, 
we want to remind us all on the strength 
of our Network. How much expertise 
have we all together, how many elderly 
people have a profit every day from 
improved concepts in culture sensitive 
care and, last but not least, how much 
fun do we always have when we meet? 
 
We in Frankfurt are very excited that we 
can host you in our city and to feel “The 
Power of the Network” again. So do not 
miss the annual meeting and register (if 
you didn’t already). 
 
Frederic Lauscher 
 

 
 
 
 

German senior citizens day 

 

In July 2015 the 11. German senior 
citizens day took place in Frankfurt. This 
is a very large congress of organisations 
of German senior citizens. More than 
30.000 elderly meet to discuss about 
important topics of an ageing society. 
The congress was opened by Angela 
Merkel. 
 
As Frankfurter Verband we were 
responsible for organizing the local 
senior citizens organisations and help 
the City of Frankfurt to present activities 
for elderly in the city.  
 
The main topics that where discussed at 
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the congress where divided in 9 main 
themes like for example “Participation”, 
“Dialog of Generations” etc.. The topic 
of elderly migrants was discussed under 
the main theme “Dementia”. Two 
projects where introduced. One for 
elderly Russian migrants with dementia 
in cologne http://www.naschdom.de/ 
and one for elderly. Turkish migrants in 
Hamburg.  
 
The project NaschDom was very 
interesting, because in Germany we are 
not aware of the large number of elderly 
Russian speaking people in our country. 
Those migrants are German because of 
the historic fact that they have German 
ancestors. In the statistics they count as 
Germans and so they are not very 
visible. 
 
For Germany it is a milestone that 
intercultural care was a topic on this 
level. It means that the awareness for 
the needs of elderly migrants has 
improved in the last years and that 
there are at least a few projects that are 
successfully implemented in practical 
work. But it is still a lot of work to do. 
 
Frederic Lauscher 
 

News 

 

Change the Way You Think About 
Age! Centenarians Answer the Right 
Questions… 
You think you know what it means to be 
100 years old?  Meet centenarians who 
have busy, fulfilling lives and set goals 
for themselves. On the website of The 
NGO Committee on Agein. You will find a 
video, inspired by the work of the Gray 
Panthers and the NGO Committee on 
Ageing in New York, and produced by 
the office of the Focal Point on Ageing at 
the United Nations. It is an illustration 
that older persons are a resource, not a 
burden. Please “Like” it on YouTube. It 
may bring a smile to your day. 
Source: http://www.ngocoa-ny.org/ 

 

Dutch supermarket to spot old-age 
vulnerability and frailty 
In the framework of the Super Care 
project run by the Dutch care 
organisation Royaal Zorg, some 20 
employees of a supermarket in Den 
Hague will be trained to pay more 
particular attention to isolated vulnerable 
elderly shoppers. 
The idea is not to turn employees into 
care specialists but help detect loneliness 
and frailty among older people and refer 
them to medical or welfare assistance 
services if necessary. 
Source: http://www.age-platform.eu/ 
http://www.springwise.com/cashiers-
trained-keep-eye-elderly-customers-
welfare/ 
 

 
Milan wins Access City award 
On the occasion of the European Day for 
People with Disabilities, Milan (Italy) was 
announced as the winner of the 2016 
Access City Award, recognizing in 
particular the city's effort to support the 
employment and independent living of 
people with disabilities. 
Source: http://www.age-platform.eu/ 
 

 
 
'Experiences for Life' brings 
together students and older persons 
with dementia in Spain 
The programme "Experiences for Life" 
run by the Spanish organisation SEPAD - 
a service created by the Government of 
Extremadura to prevent and address 
dependency - aims to facilitate 
'intergenerational therapy' exchanges 
between young students and older 
residents in care centers, with a focus on 
residents suffering from dementia, 
especially Alzheimer's. 
Based on the conviction that generational 
relationships are therapeutic and 
contribute to the person's welfare, this 
initiative was first carried out in the 
2013-2014 school year with 14-15 year-
old students and ended in the last week 

http://www.naschdom.de/
http://www.ngocoa-ny.org/
http://www.age-platform.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2879:dutch-supermarket-to-spot-old-age-vulnerability-and-frailty&catid=404:good-practices-on-dignified-ageing&Itemid=1423
http://www.age-platform.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2879:dutch-supermarket-to-spot-old-age-vulnerability-and-frailty&catid=404:good-practices-on-dignified-ageing&Itemid=1423
http://www.springwise.com/cashiers-trained-keep-eye-elderly-customers-welfare/
http://www.springwise.com/cashiers-trained-keep-eye-elderly-customers-welfare/
http://www.springwise.com/cashiers-trained-keep-eye-elderly-customers-welfare/
http://www.age-platform.eu/
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of June with a camp involving 16-17 
year-old high school students. 
 
The objective is manifold but mainly 
focuses on developing emotional 
competence among the younger and 
older generations and a better 
understanding of one another, while 
strengthening older persons' dignity and 
wellbeing 
http://www.age-platform.eu/best-
practices-en-gb-6-1/2645-experiences-
for-life-brings-together-students-and-
older-persons-with-dementia-in-spain 
 

 
 
Ageing: Debate the Issues - OECD 
publication  
Ageing has a wide range of impacts on 
individuals and society as a whole. But 
the consequences for health care, 
working life, income and well-being in 
general are not always what many 
people imagine. OECD Insights: Ageing: 
Debate the Issues discusses the 
problems, challenges, and opportunities 
that ageing brings to citizens and 
governments in developed and 
developing countries. 
Experts on demography, medical 
research, pensions, employment and 
other domains from inside and outside 
the OECD present their latest analyses 
and views on one of the most important 
trends shaping our societies. 
 
http://www.oecd-
ilibrary.org/docserver/download/0115131
e.pdf?expires=1452605395&id=id&accna
me=guest&checksum=D48D4213AC46C
A390736B7E0A4EC0B46 
 

 
 
Adapting to climate change in an 
ageing world 
To coincide with the 2015 Paris Climate 
Conference, or COP21, today we launch 
a new paper Climate change in an ageing 
world. The report provides a series of 
recommendations on how to protect 
older people from the impacts of climate 
change. 

Today, there are 901 million people aged 
ver 60 globally. By 2030, this is set to 
grow to 1.4 billion, and three-quarters of 
this figure will live in developing 
countries. 
Poor mobility means travelling long 
distances to reach supplies (when a 
disaster is happening) is difficult or 
impossible, and leaves them less able to 
flee danger. Weak immune systems 
cause  increased susceptibility to disease 
among older people, and chronic health 
problems and social isolation make 
coping with climate-related stresses 
much harder 
Source: 
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/lates
t-news/  
 

 
 
Online Courses  
Offered by the American Society on 
Aging and the USC Leonard Davis School 
of Gerontology 
The University of Southern California is 
home to the oldest and largest school of 
gerontology in the world—the USC 
Leonard Davis School of Gerontology. 
ASA and USC have joined forces to offer 
an opportunity—exclusively available to 
ASA members—to earn a certificate of 
completion from USC in a convenient and 
flexible online format.  
http://www.asaging.org/node/3447 
 

 
Web seminar about ethnically 
diverse older workers 
This web seminar will focus on lessons 
and challenges encountered while 
serving culturally and ethnically diverse 
older workers in the federally funded job-
training program Senior Community 
Service Employment Program (SCSEP). 
Presenters will share experiences, 
challenges and lessons learned when 
helping their customers re-enter the 
labor market in later life 
http://www.asaging.org/web-
seminars/best-practices-serve-culturally-
and-ethnically-diverse-older-workers 
 

 

http://www.age-platform.eu/best-practices-en-gb-6-1/2645-experiences-for-life-brings-together-students-and-older-persons-with-dementia-in-spain
http://www.age-platform.eu/best-practices-en-gb-6-1/2645-experiences-for-life-brings-together-students-and-older-persons-with-dementia-in-spain
http://www.age-platform.eu/best-practices-en-gb-6-1/2645-experiences-for-life-brings-together-students-and-older-persons-with-dementia-in-spain
http://www.age-platform.eu/best-practices-en-gb-6-1/2645-experiences-for-life-brings-together-students-and-older-persons-with-dementia-in-spain
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/0115131e.pdf?expires=1452605395&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=D48D4213AC46CA390736B7E0A4EC0B46
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/0115131e.pdf?expires=1452605395&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=D48D4213AC46CA390736B7E0A4EC0B46
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/0115131e.pdf?expires=1452605395&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=D48D4213AC46CA390736B7E0A4EC0B46
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/0115131e.pdf?expires=1452605395&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=D48D4213AC46CA390736B7E0A4EC0B46
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/0115131e.pdf?expires=1452605395&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=D48D4213AC46CA390736B7E0A4EC0B46
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/cop21-helpage-releases-position-paper-on-adapting-to-climate-change-in-an-ageing-world/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/cop21-helpage-releases-position-paper-on-adapting-to-climate-change-in-an-ageing-world/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/
http://www.asaging.org/node/3447
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Conferences 

 

9 - 12 March 2016 
Athens, Greece 
14th International Athens/Springfield 
Symposium on  
Advances in Alzheimer Therapy 
 
5 - 7 April 2016 
University of Chester, UK 
PhD workshop of the ESA Research 
Network on Ageing in Europe 
'Advancing the study of ageing through 
innovative methodology 
 
23 - 25 June 2016 
6th European Conference on Migrant and 
Ethnic Minority Health, EUPHA MEMH 
2016, Oslo 
 
23 - 27 July 2017 
San Francisco, United States 
2017th IAGG World Congress 21 
  
23-25 May 2019 
Gothenburg, Sweden 
9th Congress European region 
More information coming soon! 
  
Source:  
http://www.iagg-er.net/#!2013/cl9g 

  

BLOG 

Pioneering in the field of housing, 
care and welfare 

Past year, 2015, a lot of projects in the 
field of housing, care and welfare have 
been finished. They will inspire other 
projects, other initiatives. 

 

Citizens initiatives 

In the east of the Netherlands, the 
ecologi housing project Iewan opened 
the doors (www.iewan.nl). Iewan, 
initiative ecological living in Arnhem and 
Nijmegen, is a social housing project in 
the Netherlands built of straw, clay and 
other ecological materials. The initiative 
comes from the future tenants. Herewith 
you find a short movie about it (subtitled 
in English!)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPb
eCXvJjFM 

Next to this project a housing projects 
for multiple generations (Eikpunt) 
opened this month (January). 
http://www.meergeneratiewonen.nu/nie
uws.html  

And another wonderful project is 
Ubuntuplein where seniors try to 
establish different housing projects with 
connections to the neighbourhood. They 
started 9 years ago and this year they 
finally will find enough money to realize 
their dreams. 
http://www.ubuntuplein.nl/wp/ 
 
Key ring 
Housing corporation Wonen Limburg 
started last year with a KeyRing-project  
like some other organisations in the 
Netherlands, like Pameijer Rotterdam. 
KeyRing’s support  (www.keyring.org) is 
based on people living in their own 
homes but sharing their skills and talents 
with each other and with their 
communities.  Each Network has a 
volunteer who sees members regularly 
and helps them work together. The 
volunteer is like a good neighbour who 
will help out if difficulties arise. The 
volunteer lives in the community and 
know exactly what's going on and are 
able to help members make connection 
to the neighbourhood. I think the key 
ring project is very necessary at the 
moment as more people live longer at 
home, also people with psychological 
problems.  

http://www.iagg-er.net/%23!2013/cl9g
http://www.iewan.nl/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPbeCXvJjFM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPbeCXvJjFM
http://www.meergeneratiewonen.nu/nieuws.html
http://www.meergeneratiewonen.nu/nieuws.html
http://www.ubuntuplein.nl/wp/
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This year a new Thuishuis opened the 
doors. A Thuishuis is a home for 6-8 
older people who are lonely or at risk to 
get lonely and do not to live alone. 
http://www.thuishuis.org/ They have 
their own apartment but share a kitchen 
and a common living room. Volunteers 
play an important role in the houses. 
There are three types of this home in the 
Netherlands.   

Activities for people with dementia 
In the Netherlands, small-scale care 
facilities, like Reigershoeve in 
Heemskerk, are providing community 
living for people with dementia who can 
no longer be cared for within their own 
homes.  
At Reigershoeve, 27 residents live in 
their individually furnished apartments 
They experience freedom and normalcy 
every day. What I like most about 
Reigershoeve is that there are many 
activities. Not only Group activities but 
also individual. They developed an 
inspiration guide with a lot of ideas about 
activities. Every week, there are 30 hours 
of activities possible! Wonderful! 
http://www.who.int/features/2015/dutch
-community-living/en/ 
Anyway, I have seen last year a lot of 
pioneering. And they, the pioneers, all 
share the same characteristics: they are 
enthusiastic, patient, capable, persistent. 
I hope 2016 will be a year of more 
innovation in the field of housing, care 
and welfare and also with projects for 
and with older migrants!  
http://www.kcwz.nl/blog/2015/vijftien-
pioniers-in-wonen-zorg-en-welzijn-in-
beeld 
 

 

 

Yvonne Witter 

 

 
 

SharePoint 

 

 
 
The editors asked, Ann-Britt Svensson 
ENIEC-member from Sweden, a few 
questions. 
Read and enjoy... 

 
Tell us something about your 
personal life 
I am a single mother of 4 children. They 
are now grown up. Lived in a suburb, 
Bergsjön, for 37 yrs and work with 
integration all this time as it´s the most 
segregated suburb of Gothenburg. 
 
What is your profession and what 
does that involve? 
I´m a chemical engineer, high school 
teacher but now I work at Kvinnocenter 
in Bergsjön with integration and SFI 
education, Swedish for immigrants. 
 
What do you have to offer the other 
ENIEC-members? 
I can talk about our success to reach the 
Somalian immigrants and make them 
included in the society. Our planning to 
serve the elderly in Bergsjön and our art 
exhibition with work from elderly women 
in Bergsjön. 
 
Name one ENIEC-member you have 
met in Istanbul who made an 
unforgettable impression 
Sorry I don´t have the name but the 
women who take care of everything in 
Istanbul did a great job. The Bosporus 
travel was very nice and it was well 
planned. 
 

http://www.thuishuis.org/
http://www.who.int/features/2015/dutch-community-living/en/
http://www.who.int/features/2015/dutch-community-living/en/
http://www.kcwz.nl/blog/2015/vijftien-pioniers-in-wonen-zorg-en-welzijn-in-beeld
http://www.kcwz.nl/blog/2015/vijftien-pioniers-in-wonen-zorg-en-welzijn-in-beeld
http://www.kcwz.nl/blog/2015/vijftien-pioniers-in-wonen-zorg-en-welzijn-in-beeld
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Give us a recipe for a delicious 
Swedish dish 
I don´t make Swedish food. My special is 
maroccan food. Chicken stew with Cous-
Cous. 
 

 
 
Something else you want to share 
with us? 
All meetings with ENIC has been very 
informative and nice and everybody 
make such a good job to fix everything. 
 
 
 

Frankfurt 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

www.eniec.eu 
Join the ENIEC LinkedIn group, 
become a follower of @ENIEC on 
Twitter 
and join the ENIEC group on Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/5975
2467020/ 
 

 
 

When can you expect the ENIEC 
newsletter? Around the:  25th of 
February 2016 
Deadlines: 
Before the 15th of February, all input 

should be sent to the editors. 

 

Who are the editors:  
Olivia Vanmechelen 
olivia.vanmechelen@woonzorgbrussel.be 
Yvonne Witter  
y.witter@kcwz.nl 
Cobie Schippers  
c.schippers@outlook.com 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/59752467020/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/59752467020/
file:///C:/Winword/Amstelmere/Zuiderpoort/ENIEC/2015/2015-03/olivia.vanmechelen@woonzorgbrussel.be
mailto:y.witter@kcwz.nl
mailto:c.schippers@ggzingeest.nl

